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Acts xv. 18. 


Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

1. If God knew all his works 
from the beginning of the world; 
then he must have determined all 
his works from the beginning. We 
cannot conceive of his knowing 
how he should act, in any instance, 
without first determining how he 
would act, in thatinstance. I am 
inclined, however, to think, that 
people have involved themselves 
in difficulties by too widely sepa- 
rating the foreknowledge and de- 
crees of God. In the order of 
time, they are co-existent. As it 
respects time, we should ever 
place the foreknowledge of God 
as far back, as we do his decrees. 
But, in the order of nature, we are 
obliged to place his decrees ante- 
cedent to his foreknowledge. He 
must have determined how many 
worlds he would make, in order to 
know how many worlds he should 
make. He must have determined 
how mapy intelligent creatures he 
would wake, in order to know 
how many intelligent creatures he 
should make. He must have de- 
termined how he would govern 
and how he would dispose of the 
works of his hands, before he coud 
know how he should govern and 
dispose of the works of his hands. 


too great and too complicated to 
have been begun and carried on 
without design, and without a fix- 
ed plan of operation. Can we 
omenet, that God would begin the 
work of creation, of providence, 
or of redemption, without a design 
to accomplish some important ob- 


ject? And can we suppose, that a 


work, which takes up thousands of 
years, and employs countless mil- 
lions of intelligent agents, could 
be begun, and conducted to a hap- 
py issue, unless the whole plan of 
it were first drawn in the Divine 
mind? If we could suppose all this, 
and if we could conceive, how God 
could foreknow all his works, 
without first determining what he 
would do; yet he has abundantly 
taught us in his word, that he de- 
termined, as well as foreknew, all 
his works from the beginning of 
the world. Though the foreknow- 
ledge of God is plainly revealed; 
yet much more is said about the 
decrees, or determinations of God, 
in the bible, than is said about his 
foreknowledge. It is there said, 
** The counsel of the Lord stand- 
eth forever, the thoughts of his 
heart to all generations. The 
counsel of the Lord, that shall 
stand.” He says, ** My counsel 


Moreover, the works of God are! shall stand, and I will do all my 


53 
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pleasure. Who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will. 
He is in one mind, and who can 
turn him? and what his soul de- 
sireth, even that he doeth.” These 
passages, as well as many others, 
fix the determinate counsel, as 
well as the foreknowledge of God. 
2. If God foreknows all his own 
works, he must necessarily fore- 
know all the works of his creat- 
ures: He makes use of his creat- 
ures as instruments, in accom- 
plishing his purposes. In this 
view, he must foreknow all their 
works. But, in another view, he 
must foreknow all the works of 
his creatures, in order to foreknow 
all his own works. Many of Ins 
works are consequent upon the 
works of his creatures. If God 
foreknew, that he should reserve 
the fallen angels in chains of 
darkness, unto the judgment of the 
great day, he must foreknow, that 
the angels would sin and fall. If 
God foreknew that he should pro- 
vide a Saviour for Adam and his 
posterity ; he must foreknow that 
Adam would fall, and his pos- 
terity become sinful, ruined creat- 
ures. “If God foreknew that his 
Son would be crucified and slain 
by wicked hands; he must fore- 
know that these wicked men would 
crucify and slay him. If God 
foreknew that he should send Jo- 
seph down into Egypt for good; 
he must foreknow that his breth- 
ren, for evil, would sell him to be 
carried down into Egypt. If God 
foreknew whom he would welcome 


into his joy, in consequence of 


their repentance, faith and holy 
obedience; he must foreknow who 
would repent, believe and live ho 
ly lives. And if God foreknew 
whom he would sentence to depart 
accursed, in consequence of their 
impenitence, unbelief and wicked 
lives; he wmust foreknow who 
would continue impenitent, unbe- 


lieving and sin to the last. In a 
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word, if God foreknew how he 
should treat any of his creatures, 
in any situation, he must foreknow 
how they would act, in order to 
be in that situation. According- 
ly, he has often foretold what his 
creatures would do; which is ano 
ther evidence that he foreknows 
all their works. God foretold that 
the children of Israel should go 
down into Egypt and sejourn in a 
strange land. He foretold that 
Pharaoh would not let the people 
go. He foretold that the Jews 
would reject Christ, that the hea- 
then should rage, and the rulers 
of the earth should set themselves 
in array against the Lord and 
against his anointed. And in nu- 
merous other instances, has he 
foretold the actions of men. Hence 
we have every reason to believe, 
that known unto God are all the 
actions of all his creatures, from 
the bezinuing of the world. 

3. If God foreknows all things; 
then all things are certain. There 
nothing more certain, than 
knowledge, In point of certainty, 


1s 


there is no difference between di- 


vine foreknowledge and the most 
absolute divine decree. Whatever 
God foreknows will take place, 
most certainly will take place. I! 
God foreknows who will repent 
and believe the gospel; all who are 
thus foreknown, will certainly re- 
pent and believe the gospel. And 
if God foreknows who will live 
and die in impenitence and unbe- 
lief; all, who are thus foreknown, 
will certainly live and die in im 
penitence and anbelif. If God 
| foreknew who ofus should be saved, 
land who of us should be lost; it is 
certain in the divine mind, who ol 
us shall be saved, and who of us 
i shall be lost. 
There is another way of consid- 
lering the foreknowledge of God, 
| which some prefe r. They would 
rather call it present than fore 
knowledge. They consider all 
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things, past and future, as now 
present lo his view. It is doubtless 
true, that the infinite mind of the 
Deity comprehends all things and 
has a perfect view of all things at 
once. But this, if possible, ren- 
ders all things more certain than 
the other way of considering the 
foreknowledge of God. Accor- 
ding to this opinion, every thing 
being present to the Deity, he now 
sees the whole human race be- 
ginning their existence, he now 
sees them inevery stage of life, 
he now sees them in death, and 
he now sees them in happiness or 
misery in eternity. Hence, i 
we view the divine foreknowledge 
in any possible light, we must 
consider it as fixing an absolute 
certainty upon every event. Hence 
All the 
men feel against, and 
ayainst the doctrine of divine de- 
crees, they must feel and they will 
bring against the doctrine of di- 
vine foreknowledge, whenever it 
is understood. Some of these ob- 
jections will now be stated and 
answered, to show the inconsis- 
tency of those who make them 
against tae doctrine of divine de- 
crees,and at the same time, profess 
to believe in the doctrine of di- 
vine foreknowledge, against which 
they may be made with equal 
forc e. 
Ovjectors say, that the doc- 
trine of divine decrees discourages 


objections, which 


bring 


people from the use of means.— 
‘They say, if God has decreed we 
should be saved, we shall be saved, 
let us do what we will. And if he 
has dex reed we shall be lost we 
shall be lost, let us do what we 
will. It is, therefore, no matter 
what we do. but with equal pro- 
priety, they,may say the same, il 
divine fore knowledge be true.— 
They may say, u God certainly 
fereknows we shall be saved, we 
shall be saved, let us me what we 
will. Andif he certainly fore- 





knows we shall be lost, we shall 
be lost, let us do what we will. 
Sut the truth is, the objection 
here stated, does not lie against 
either of these doctrines, So 
much as this is true, God has 
decreed we shall be saved, we 
shall be saved, and if hehas de- 
creed we shall be lost, we shall be 
lost. And it is equally true, that 
if God foreknows we shall be saved, 
we shall be saved; and if he fore- 
knows we shall be lost, we shall 
be lost. Butit is not true in ei- 
ther case, that we shall be saved or 
lost, letusdo what we will. In 
the case of divine decrees, all the 
means are decreed, as well as the 
end. Hence they must be used. 


One great reason why people are 
so perplexed with the subject of 
divine decrees 13, they suppose 


we deereed and not 
if they would keep in 
mind, that the means to bring 
about the end are decreed, as well 
as the end, they would at once 
see that this doctrine instead of de 


some things | 


others, 


stroying theuse of means, and dis 
couraging from theuse of means, 
renders the use of means nece 

sary, and affords the only encour- 
agement to the-use of them. it 
establishes an imfallible connexien 
between the right use of means 
and the end to be obtained 
them. If people wouid keep i i 

mind, that God has not only hy 
creed that some should be saved, 
but thatall who are saved, shall 
be saved in consequence of their 
faith and holy obedi- 
ence, they would ina moment, see 
that in order to be saved, they 
must repent. believe and live ho- 
ly lives. Ifthey would only keep 
iu mind that God has not only de- 
creed that some should be lost, 
but also that none shou d be lost, 
only these who continue through 
life impenitent, unbelieving and 
unholy, they would easily see that 
itis matter what they do. ‘They 


repentance, 


a aera gira se ST tee 
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would easily see that none would 
be lost, only in consequence of 
their impenitence, unbelief and 
unholy lives. 

The same is true cf the fore- 
knowledge of God. He not only 
foreknows the end, but he fore- 
knows all the means to bring about 
the end. The means foreknown 
are absolutely necessary to bring 
about theend. God not only fore- 
knows who will be saved, but he 
foreknows that all who will be sav- 
ed, will be saved in consequence 
of repentance, faith and a life of 
holy obedience. And he not only 
foreknows who will be lost, but he 
foreknows that all who will be lost, 
will be lost in consequence of their 
impenitence, unbelief and wicked 
lives. Hence this objection, when 
brought against either of these doc- 
trines, is “wholly without founda- 
tion. 

Again, objectors say that the 
doctrine of divinedecrees deprives 
men of their moral agency. It 


makes them machines. They must 
act just as God has decreed they 


should act. But they may as well 
say the same, in view of the fore- 
knowledge of God. If he foreknows 
how men will act, they must act 
just as he foreknows they will act. 
Hence, if they have no agency in 
the one case, they have no agency 
in the other. If they are machines 
in the one case, they are machines 
in the other. 

But this objection, like the oth- 
ers, does not lie against either of 
these doctrines. God has not on- 
ly decreed that men should act, 
but he has decreed that they should 
act as free agents. And God not 
only foreknows how men will act, 
but he foreknows how they will 
act as free agents. Though neither 
the decrees, nor the foreknowledge 
of God, renders the actions ‘of 
men certain; yet neither of them 
lays any natural necessity upon 
men. Men always act of their 
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own free choice. In this moral 
agency consists. There cannot 
be greater moral liberty, than for 
men to choose and refuse, and to 
act voluntarily, in view of motives. 
This men do, when fulfilling the 
divine decrees, and acting accord- 
ing to divine foreknowledge. Ma- 
ny examples of this might be 
brought from scripture. Two or 
three only will be sufficient to 
mention. The Assyrian was sent, 
by the determination and accord- 
ing te the foreknowledge of God, 
to destroy and cut off sinful na- 
tions. Yethe acted with all pos- 
sible freedom. He chose what he 
would co, and acted according to 
his choice. His choice is expres- 
sed. He did not mean to accom- 
plish the purpases of God, but it 
was in his heart to destroy, and 
cut off nations not a few. It was 
afore determined and foreknown 
to God, that Pharaoh would not 
let the children of Israel go. Yet 
he acted as freely in refusing to 
let them go, as ever he did in all 
his life. ‘The crucifixion of Christ 
is declared to have taken place 
according to the determinate coun- 
sel and foreknowledge of God. 
Yet his crucifyers acted as free 
moral agents, in putting him to 
death. They chose to crucify 
him, and with their wicked hands 
they did as they chose. Hence 
neither the decrees, nor the fore- 
knowledge of God, deprives men 
of their moral agency, nor frees 
them from criminality. 

Another objection brought a- 
gainst the doctrine of divine de- 
crees is, that it leads to licen- 
tiousness. Objectors say, It makes 
men wicked. Sinners will say, 
** Our case is determined for eter- 
nity, we know not how. We may 
be happy forever, or we may be 
miserable forever. We may as 
well be easy, and take what sinful 
pleasure we can in this world.” 
But they may say the same, if the 
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doctrine of foreknowledge be true. 
They may say, * If God foreknows 
whether we shall be happy or mis- 
erable in eternity, our case is de- 
termined. Our salvation or our 
destruction is certain. We may 
be happy forever, or we may be 
miserable forever. We may as 
well be easy, and take what sin- 
ful pleasure we can in this world.” 

But though this objection may 
be brought as well against one of 
these doctrines as the other; yet 
it has no weight when brought 
against either. Fairly to answer 
this objection, L need only repeat 
the substance of what was said in 
answer to the objection first stat- 
ed. God has not decreed that any 
should be saved as the end, witi- 
out decreeing repentance, faith 
and holy obedience as the means 
of their salvation. And God has 
not decreed the destruction of any, 
without decreeing that their des- 
truction should be the consequence 
of their impenitence, unbelief, and 
sinful lives. God does not fore- 
know that any will be saved, with- 
out foreknowing that they will re- 
pent, believe and obey the gospel: 
And he does not foreknow that 
any will be destroyed, without 
foreknowing that they will contin- 
ue impenitent and unbelieving.and 
reject the gospel. Hence, if peo- 
ple will now repent, believe and 
obey, they may know, for certain- 
ty, what God now knows, that 
they will be saved. But if they 
indulge themselves in sin, and de- 
termine to take all the sinful pleas- 
ure they can in this world, they 
give to themselves, and all around 
them, all the evidence they can 
have, in this case, that they sus- 
tain the character, and are of the 
number of those whom God is de- 
termined to destroy. Though God 
knows, yet we do not know, in 
the case of any impenitent sinner, 
whether he is to be saved or not. 
Because God knows and has es- 


tablished a certain connexion be- 
tween repentance, faith and holi- 
ness, and salvation, is there no 
encouragement to well-doing P— 
And because God foreknows, and 
has established a certain connex- 
ion between impenitence, unbe- 
lief and immorality, and eternal 
ruin; is there nothing to deter us 
from the broad road that leads to 
the pit? Are not these the strong- 
est motives which can be set be- 
fore us, to induce us to shun vice 
and follow holiness? Though God 
knows, in every instance, who will 
choose holiness and live, and who 
will choose sin and receive death, 
its proper wages; yet we cannot 
know, in any instance, only by 
making our choice. If we choose 
holiness and live obedient lives, 
we have evidence that endless 
happiness is ours. But if we choose 
sin and live in disobedience, we 
have evidence that endless misery 
may be, and probably will be ours. 

I might bring into view all the 
objections ever made against the 
doctrine of divine decrees, and 
show that they may all be made 
with equal propriety against the 
doctrine of divine foreknowledge. 
But these are sufficient for the 
purpose for which they are brought. 
This was to show the inconsisten- 


| cy of those, who make them against 


the doctrine of decrees, and yet 


profess to believe in the doctrine 
| of divine foreknowledge. It must 


appear inconsistent, to every one, 
to bring objections against the sen- 
timents of others, which may be 
brought, with equal propriety, 
against our own sentiments. 

5. If God foreknows all things; 
then he never has been, nor ever 
will be disappointed. Where 
there is knowledge, there is no 
possibility of disappointment. If 
any of your houses were to be 
broken open the ensuing night, and 
your property carried away, to- 
morrow morning, you would be 
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disappointed. But if you could 
now foreknow that your houses 
would be broken open, and your 
property carried away, it would 
not be possible fr you to be disap- 
pointed, in this, to-morrow morn- 
ing. It isso im every case. Dis- 
appointment is always founded on 
waat of knowledge. And yet, 


there are these, and even preach- 
ers, who say that God is disup- 
pointed in all the wickedness of 


men which takes place. And they 
will mention the following pas- 
sage, in support of their opinion: 
**A certain man had a fig-tree 
planted in his vineyard: and he 
came, and sought fruit thereon 
and found none.” This parable, 
when applied to God and to sin- 
ners of the human race, must 
mean. that from what he has done 
for them, he might have reasonably 
expected the ‘Obedient fruits of 
holiness. More than this, it can- 
not mean. For if God were dis- 
appointed in all the wickedness of 
men, he must be continually un- 
happy. Disappointment always 
produces uneasiness. Moreover, 
God cannot be disappointed, be- 
cause sinners do not bring forth 
good fruit, when he knows they 
will not bring forth good fruit. 
The same preachers, who say he 
is disap bated, say, that God 
knows hh things; that all things 
are present to his view; that time 
with him is oneeternal now. But, 
that God can have all the actions 
of all sinners present to his view, 


and have perfect knowledge of 


them, and yet be disappointed in 
them, is wholly inconceivable. It 
is utterly impossible. 

If all things were foreknown to 
God,then he must have foreknown, 
that sin would enter the system. 
He must have foreknown, that 
Adam would fall, how many sin- 
ners there would be, and how 
many sins would be committed 
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from the beginning to the end of 
the world. That he has this know- 
ledge, the scriptures lead us to 
conclude. From the foundation 
of the world, he provided a Sav- 
iour, which he would not have 
doue, had he not foreknown, that 
there would be sin and misery, 
from which his creatures would 
need to be saved. 

But, if Ged foreknew all this, 
why did he not prevent it? The 
only satisfactory answer to this 
question is, On the whole, God 
saw that it would be for the best, 
that sin and misery should enter 
the system. And this reason is 
sufficient to give, for God's de- 
creeing that sin and misery should 
exist. Sin and misery do exist. 
And no one can doubt but that 
God was able to prevent them. 
Phe same reason will justify G 
in decreeing, that will justify hiw 
in permitting sin. And the same 
objections he against his permit 
ting, as against his decreeing sin. 

6. If God foreknows all things 
then we have reason to believe, 
that every thing will be conducted 
to the most glorious issue. If he 
has knowledge enough, he_ has 
| wisdom, and power, and goodness 
enough to bring about his highest 
glory and the greatest guod.— 
Though many things take place, 
which in themselves are real evils, 
aud will prove the everlasting ru 
in of great multitudes; yet God 
knows how he shall overrule them 
for the general good. 
on the throne, 
ment of the universe is with him, 
since he sees from the beginning 
to the end, and knows how every 
thing will proceed and terminate; 
his friends have every reason (o 
confide in him, and in the darkest 
and most tewpestuous season, 10 
rejoice that the Lord reigns. 

finally. Since God foreknows 
all things, it becomes sianers, whe 
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since the goveri 
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are his enemies, to consider where 
they are, and what they are doing, 
God has made you, ‘and placed 
you in this world. Though you 
are sinful and ruined creatures; 
yet he has set the door of salvation 
wide open before you. He has 
made your duty plain, and set life 
and death before you. You are 
justas able to choose life as to 
choose death. God knows whether 
you will choose the way to life or 
the way to death. If you chouose 
life. the reward is sure; God 
knows that endless blessedness is 
yours. If you choose death, your 
yesiahanent is sure: God knows 

that endless misery is yours. You 
cannot successfully resist his pow- 
er. You cannot fly from his pres- 


ence. Your only safety is in cast- 


— @ 


FELLOWSHIP, 
w-Eng 


RIGHT HAND OF 


Given at a late Ordination in Ne 
land. 


Dear Brotrner, 


to the work of the gospe! ministry. 
You have received a solemn and 
impressive charge to be faithful in 
the cause of truth and the service 
of Christ. By the significant rite 
of ordination, the precious and 
immortal souls of the church and 
people in this place have been 
committed to your trust. You have 
doubtless, submitted yourself to 
the solemnities of this day with 
trembling solicitude. In 
all the labours, and trials, and du- 
ties, which must consequently de- 
volve on you; in view of the awful 
responsibility, sustained by the 
Christian minister; and in view of 
the scenes of that day, when you 
must give an account of your stew- 
ardship; you can easily adopt the 
language ‘of the apostle, ** Who is 
sufficient for these things?”"— 
Though you had, probably, ‘count- 


view of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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| momentous 
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ing down the weapons of your 
rebellion, and resigning the throne 
to him, and yourselves. to his gov- 
ernment and disposal. Do this, 
and salvation is yours. Be wil- 
ling that God should be all and in 
all; that he should be the Creator 
and you the creature; that he 
should be king and you subject; 
that he should command and you 
obey; that he should know more 
and do better than it is possible 
for you to know or do. This be- 
ing done, you will feel that peace 
of mind, which the world can nei- 
ther give nor take away. You 
will have the pleasing satisfaction 
of believing, that since the Lord 
reigns, what is best will be done. 
Amen. N. H. 


o-— 


ed the cost,’ before you resolved 
to devote yourself to this awfully 
work; vet, you most 
sensibly feel that you greatly need 


You have now been conse crated | the prayers of the churches, and 


the special and personal assistance 
of your brethren in the ministry. 
These prayers and this assistance, 
we, the members of this Ecclesi- 
astical Council, are now ready to 
engage in your behalf. 

We are happy to bid you a cor- 
dial welcome, as atellow labourer 
in this part of the vineyard of 
Christ. We are happy to acknow- 
ledge you an equal in office, and 
equally entitled with ourselves te 
all the rights and privileges of the 
gospel ministry. We are happy 
to acknowledge our high and sol- 
emn obligation to receive, love, 
and conduct toward you, not only 
as our brother, but as our fellow 
ambassadour of Christ, and stew- 
ard of the mysteries of God. With 
these expressions of cordial affec- 
tion, we are ready to pledge our 
selves that we will regard your 
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rights and privileges as becometh 
the gospel of Christ and the order 
ef our churches. 

As we, this day, in the presence 
of God and this respected assem- 
bly, profess to you our love and 
Christian fellowship, we engage 
to prove, by our subsequent con- 
duct, that our professions are not 
vain. We will not stretch our- 
selves beyond our measure, to 
boast in your ** line of things made 
ready to our hand;” but will 
strictly adhere to the apostle’s 
rule; that we may by no means 
interfere with your labours. We 
will not endeavour to acquire an 
influence among your people, to 
your disparagement; nor weaken 
their confideuce in you, by base 
and groundless suggestions re- 
specting either your labours, or 
your fidelity, or your usefulness; 
but so long as you adhere to the 
solemn charge you have received, 
we will exhort them to fullow your 
instructions with all diligence, 
and to esteem you very highly in 
love for your work’s sake. When 
you declare the heart-searching 
and tremendous truths of God’s 
word, with ** great plainness of 
speech,” and exhibit the funda- 
mental principles of the gospel in 
their fulness, purity and simplici- 
ty; we will not endeavour to weak- 
en your hands, nor discourage 
your heart, by disingenuous insin- 
uations. that you are guilty of im- 
prudence, or that your preaching 
is unprofitable; but we will en- 
deavour to second your exertions 
in the cause of truth, by bringing 
forward the plain and explicit tes- 
timony of the Holy Scriptures, to 
sanction the all-important doc- 
trines you inculcate. We will 
stand with you in contending earn- 
estly for the faith once delivered 
to the saints, against the open as- 
saults of avowed enemies; and 
especially against the insidious 


attacks of those, who do far greater 
injury to the gospel system, by 
their professed orthodoxy, but art- 
ful endeavours to handle the word 
of God deceitfully, and to conceal 
the fundamental principles of the 
Christian religion, This we will 
do, knowing that you are set for 
the defence of the gospel. We 
will not attempt to measure your 


fidelity by your apparent success; 


nor say, If you preached in this or 
that manner, or pursued this or 
that course, a revival of religion 
would certainly follow; but so 
long as you are faithful in the cause 
of trath and duty, we will bid you 
God speed, ** though Israel should 
not be gathered.”” Should God, 
however, be pleased to succeed 
your exertions with the special 
influences of the Holy Spirit, and 
grant a harvest to his church in 
this place; we will greatly rejoice 
with you in the ingathering of 
souls, and the success of your la- 
bours. Though you have occasion 
to utter the complaint, that you 
labour in vain, or spend your 
strength for nought; should you 
be brought into trials and difficul- 
ties, either personal or ecclesiasti- 
cal; we will sympathize in your 
afflictions, and tender our support. 
Should you need our suidest or 
personal labours; such help we 
promise to afford, so far as oppor- 
tunity and circumstances will ad- 
mit. We will also offer up our 
unfeigned and fervent prayera to 
Almighty God, that utterance may 
be given unto you, that you may 
open your mouth boldly, to make 
known the mystery of the gospel: 
—that therein you may speak bold- 
6 as you ought to speak; and 
that you may have grace and 
strength to perform all the duties, 
and endure all the trials, of the 
ministerial office. 

These, my brother, are offices of 
kindness, affection and fellowship, 
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which we promise toward you, and 
which we expect from you toward 
ourselves. In solemn token of 
these material engagements, per- 
mit me now, agreeably to apostol- 
ick example, and by appointment 
of this Ecclesiastical Council, to 
offer in their behalf, and receive 
from you, THE RIGHT HAND OF 
FELLOWSHIP. 

This is a pledge never to be for- 
gotten. God is witness, this day, 
to these solemn and mutual en- 
gagements. May that love, which 
is the fulfilling of the law, and the 
bond of perfectness, ever stimulate 
us to a faithful discharge of these, 
and all other obligations. May 
we all stand with our loins girded 
and our lights burning, in this day 
of darkness, of rebuke and of blas 
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phemy; and may we continually 
spend our strength, our time and 
all our powers, to the glory of God 
and the advancement of Christ’s 
kingdom. Blessed is that servant, 
whom his Lord when he cometh 
shall find so doing.”’ 

Now, dear brother, we commend 
you and this church and people 
unto God and the word of his 
grace. We rejoice that God has 
opened to you an effectual door 
and field of usefulness in this 
place; and we congratulate them 
in receiving this day, a pastor and 
teacher from the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls. May you be 
made a lasting blessing to this 
people. May they be your crown, 


and you theirs, in the day of Jesue 
Christ. 


—< 8 


POR THE HOPKINSTIAN MAGAZINE. 
THE ARTS OF DECEFIVERS AND SE- 
DUCERS. 

Both observation and scripture 
unite in testifying, that * the heart 
is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked.’ The history 
of the Christian church in past 


wickedness. This fact exactly 
accords with the words of the in- 
spired apostle, who has left it on 
record that ** evil men and seduc- 
ers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deveived.”’ It 
is evident from fact, as well as 
from scripture, that the enemies of 
the gospel are constantly advanc- 


ages, abounds with the recital of | ing nearer perfection in the arts 


the persevering, systematic and 
deceitful opposition of its enemies. 
When errorists have been driven 
from one ground of opposition, 
they have never failed to appear 
on another. As soon as one false 
scheme has been detected and re- 
futed, they have ever been able 
and disposed to invent and propa- 
gate another. And though they 
have been- sufficiently establish- 
ed in their opinions, to form 
themselves into distinct denomi- 
nations, still they have ever been 
changing their ground and mode of 
attack upon the evangelical sys- 
tem, and making advances in 
the arts of deceit, sophistry. and 
Reh 


| 


of sophistry, deception and wick- 
edness. It is impossible in a sin- 
gle essay to mention all the arts of 
deception which are used at the 
present day, to subvert the gospel, 
and blot out the light of its truths. 
A few of the most successful only, 
will be brought into view. 
Assuming the appearance of 
eminent piety, and making a pub- 
lic profession of religion, is per- 
haps the most successful art that 
has ever been practiced. The 
cordial belief of the pure truths of 
the gospel has ever been attended 
with morality and external reli- 
gion, ‘The doctrines of the gos- 
pel, as they were taught and ex 
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plained by Christ and the apos- 
tles, were according to godliness, 
and did actually promote holiness 
among mankind. Hence it gives 
a plausibility to any scheme of re- 
ligion, to have its advocates faith- 
fully perform the external duties 
of religion. This the advocates 
of error very well know, and they 
have ever been disposed to avail 
themselves of this argument in fa- 
vour of their various schemes of 
error, which they have propagated. 
Many of the heathen philosophers, 
and especially the Scribes and 
Pharisees were uncommonly strict 
in the performance of the external 
duties of religion. They practis- 
ed more apparent self-denial than 
many who are friendly to the gos- 
el, And almost all those who 
ave endeavoured to subvert the 
gospel since, have assumed the 
appearance of eminent piety, and 
manifested much zeal in favour of 
religion. In this way they de- 
ceive vast multitudes of the cred- 
ulous and indiscriminating. 
Another art, which is used with 
much success of late, by the ene- 
mies of the pure gospel, is, to 
counterfeit revivals of religion. 
The preaching of the apostles pro- 
duced great excitements, and pro- 
moted revivals of pure religion. 
Perhaps revivals are the most in- 
contestible evidence of the efficacy 
and utility of the truths of revela- 
tion. And until of late, they were 
good evidence of a faithful exhi- 
bition of the pure truths of the 
gospel. But those who wish to 
pervert the gospel have not failed 
to avail themselves of this advan- 
tage, and turn it in favour of their 
schemes. It will not be denied 
that there are spurious conver- 
sions. And why may there not be 
a number at one time? It is an easy 
thing to make a great excitement 
among mankind, by a pungent ex- 
hibition of motives which are per- 
fectly selfish. Indeed, itis much 
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easier to affect the imagination,and 
sympathetic feelings of people, 
than to affect their hearts, and 
consciences. The fear of punish 

ment, and the hope of reward, are 
powerful inducements in favour of 
becoming religious. And there is 
reason to believe, that many of the 
excitements, which have been pub- 
lished as revivals of religion, were 
occasioned by the exhibition of in- 
ducements, which are perfectly 
selfish. Such appearances of the 
efficacy and utility of error, are 
well adapted to strengthen the 
schemes of those, who wish to 
subvert the pure truths of the gos- 
pel, and give them a currency 
among mankind. 

Another art which has been us- 
ed by the enemies of the gospel, 
is to misrepresent its truths, and 
keep an absurd and ridiculous 
view of them before the minds of 
the community, instead of exhibit 
ing them fairly, and the evidence 
by which they are supported.— 
Thousands and tens of thousands 
of the unintelligent and indiscri- 
minating, have been led by this 
means to believe, that the evangel- 
ical system of doctrines is incon- 
sistent, absurd, and even of a per- 
nicious tendency. The doctrine 
of the entire dependence of creat 
ures on God for their actions, has 
often been represented as subver- 
sive of free agency and accounta 
bility. ‘The doctrine of the uni 
versal decrees and agency of God, 
has often been represented in such 
a way, as to be inconsistent with 
the use of means. The doctrine ol 
regeneration by the immediate 
agency of the Holy Spirit, has of 
ten been represented in such a 
manner, as to be inconsistent with 
the duty and practicability of im 
mediate holiness. And the doc- 
trine of the certain perseverance 
of all real saints, has as often been 
represented in a manner inconsis 
tent with the absolute necessity 
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of pressing forward in holy obe- 
dience, in order to be saved. Much 
deceit and wickedness is practiced 
by those who wish to subvert the 

ospel, in thus misrepresenting 
its fundamental truths, and con- 
cealing from the pnblic, the evi- 
dence in their favour. 

Another artifice of those who 
wish to subvert the gospel is, to 
avoid an explicit and full avowal 
of their own sentiments, in plain 
and unequivocal terms. They are 
generally opposed to creeds and 
confessions of faith, and refuse to 
put their sentiments into a sys- 
tematic and tangible form, sensi- 
ble, no doubt, that it is safer for 
them to be continually changing 
their position, or retreating, than 
to risk an action in the field of 
honest and fair investigation. Such 
deceitful works of darkness, in 
connexion with misrepresenting 
the scheme of their opponents, is 
well adapted to keep their votaries 
from seeing the harmony and im- 
portance of the peculiar truths of 
revelation, and the inconsistency, 
absurdity and danger of their own 
schemes. ‘There is also another 
advantage of this art. By pub- 
lishing no definite system of their 
own, by which to limit their fel- 
lowship, they can consistently ex- 
tend their charity to every body 
they please. And in this era of 
toleration in religious opinions, 
the name of being liberal and char- 
itable is well adapted to gain them 
popularity. 

These are a few of the leading 
arts which are practiced at the 
present day, by the enemies of the 
gospel, who wish to subvert its 
fundamental truths. And in these 
and other deceitful arts, they are 
constantly advancing nearer to 
perfection. If it is necessary to 
prove this, it may easily be done, 
simply by adv erting to the success 
of those who practise them. Al- 
most all the enlightened world are 


now embracing religion of some 
kind or other. The principal de- 
nominations of errorists are rapid- 
ly increasing, while those who are 
nothingarians in name, in many 
laces at least, are decreasing. 
rhere is a divine prediction that 
the enemies of the gospel will car- 
ry their arts of deception to such 
a high degree of perfection, as to 
** deceive, if it were possible, the 
very elect,” and another, that 
**evil doers and seducers shall 
wax worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived.” All classes 
of persons are in danger of being 
led astray or of being deceived by 
those who wish to subvert the pure 
truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
But why are evil doers constantly 
advancing nearer to perfection in 
the deceitful works of darkness? 
One reason why they advance is, 
because it is necessary in order to 
quiet their own consciences. The 
evidence in favour of the peculiar 
doctrines of the gospel is constant- 
ly accumulating, and light is con- 
stantly exposing the deceitfulness 
and sophistry of errorists. The 
consciences of all men ever stand 
ready to condemn them for hating 
and opposing the pure truths of 
revelation, whenever the evidence 
in their favour is fairly before 
them and they have liberty to 
speak. And the increasing light 
gives their consciences new oppor- 
tunities to see their hearts, and 
condemn them for their deceit and 
wickedness, But “a wounded 
spirit,” or self-reproach, is more 
than their proud spirits can bear. 
Hence it becomes necessary for 
them to make constant advances 
in the arts of deception and of in- 
venting new and plausible excuses, 
in order to blind and deceive their 
own consciences and prevent them 
from condemning and reproaching 
them for their wickedness. 
Another reason why errorists 
are constantly advancing nearer 
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perfection in the arts of sophistry 
and wickedness, is because it is 
necessary in self-defence. God 
has appointed an order of men 
whose business it is to defend the 
gospel, and detect the deceit and 
wickedness of those who wish to 
subvert it. And those who are 
faithful and discriminating, are 
constantly exposing the tricks and 
plots of deceitful and hypocritical 
Arminians, Calvinists and Hop- 
kinsians. Every false scheme, 
and every deceitful plot, is con- 
stantly liable to be exposed aud 
made to appear unscriptural, in- 
consistent and dangerous. But 
the schemes and devices of the 
hypocritical and deceitful will not 
endure the light of close and im- 
partial examination. It is there- 
fore necessary in self-defence and 
to escape detection, that sophis- 
ters id diesen should constant- 
ly advance nearer to perfection in 
the arts of deceit and wickedness, 
and get beyond the reach of ex- 
posure. 
Remanks. 

1. If those who wish to subvert 
the gospel are constantly advanc- 
ing nearer perfection in the arts of 
sophistry, deception and wicked- 
ness, then itis absolutely neces- 
sary for those who are set for its 
defence to advance in the know- 
ledge of God. No person can be 
able to defend the gospel, without 
being well acquainted with its 
leading doctrines and first prin- 
ciples; and no person can fully 
understand these, without being 
intimately acquainted with God. 
But how many have attempted to 
explain and defend the gospel, 
who are ignorant of the essential 
perfections of God. How many 
have sought to obtain a kuowledge 
of the gospel, without first seeking 
to obtain a knowledge of God? 
How many rules of exegesis have 
been invented, by which to explain 
and interpret the scriptures, which 
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throw contempt upon the invisible 
things respecting God, which are 
manifest from the things which are 
made. The essential perfections 
of God, ‘* even his eternal power 
and Godhead,” and the essential 
duties which he requires of his 
creatures, are manifest from his 
works, And that which is appa- 
rent, respecting God and the duty 
of his creatures, from the works 
of God, ought to be made, instead 
of a thousand other rules, the 
standard of interpreting the scrip- 
tures. Itis impossible to explain 
and defend the gospel, without 
tracing it back to its original 
source, as emanating from the 
moral perfections of God. But 
those we are intimately acquaint- 
ed with God, find no difficulty in 
enens and defending the gos- 
pel and exposing the tricks and 
deceitful plots of those who wish 
to subvert it. Every selfish maxim 
and every selfish scheme may be 
easily refuted by comparing them 
with the essential perfections of 
God and the essential duty of his 
creatures, which appear from the 
things that are made. 

2. If those who wish to subvert 
the gospel are constantly advanc- 
ing nearer perfection in the arts of 
sophistry, deception and wicked- 
ness, then it is absolutely neces 
sary for those who are set for its 
defence, to have a thorough know 
ledge of mankind. This is neces- 
sary, in ordec to avoid being de- 
ceived and led astray, and in order 
to expose the deceit and wicked- 
ness of seducers. How many 
well-disposed men have been de- 
ceived, disappointed, and led as- 
tray, by reposing confidence in 
human beings. How many have 
trusted others, just as though the 
human heart was not deceitful 
above all things, and desperately 
wicked. How many have confi- 
dently trusted professors of reli 
gion, just as if artful and aspiring 
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men never put on the appearance 
of eminent piety. In this way, 
thousands of good people have been 
deceived, disappointed, and led 
wang from the path of duty, 
merely for the want of a more cor- 
rect knowledge of the human heart 
It is therefore esseutial that real 
Christians should have knowledge 
as well as goodness, and discern. | 
ment as well as honesty.” It is 
also impossible for any to be qual- 
ified to preach the gospel pungent- 
ly and effectually, without being 
well acquainted ‘with the nature 
and extent of the doctrine of total 
depravity. Ahab would never 
have exclaimed “ hast thou found 
me, O mine enemy,” if the Prophet 
had not been able to describe his 
heart. Sinners will never feel 
their total .selfishness, and guilt, 
and be led to ery out, ** What 
shall we do to be saved,” until 
their hearts are described, and the 
law is applied to their selfish affec- 
tions as well as to their immoral 
actions. But how is it possible 
for a person to describe that, of 
which he is ignorant? And as hu- 
man beings are constantly advanc- 
ing in the arts of deceit and wick- 
edness, it is absolutely necessary 
for those who are appointed to de- 
fend the church of God from the 
cunning craftiness of men, to ad- | 
vance in the knowledge of human 
nature. 

3. If those who are disposed to sub- 
= the gospel are constantly ad- 
vancing nearer perfection in the 
arts of sophistry, deception and 
wickedness, then it is necessary | 
for those who are set for the de- 
fence of the gospel, and are dis- 
posed to defend it, to grow in grace 
as well as in knowledge. Those 
who are really faithful, and are 
disposed to declare the whole 
counsel of God, and defend the 
gospel on correct principles, know | 
by experience the truth of the di- 
vine declaration, ‘* all that will 


: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


live godly in Christ Jesus, shall 
sufler persecution.” No other 
profession has so many strong 
temptations to unfaithfulness, as 
the clerical profession; because no 
other profession calls for the per- 


. | formance of so many trying and 


self-denying duties. It is always 
a trying and self-denying task to 
expose ‘the deceit and wickedness 
| of mankind; but it is peculiarly 
trying and self. denying, to expose 
and detect that deceit and wicked- 
ness which appears under the mask 
| of piety. 0 persons are so un- 
| willing to be exposed as hypo- 
crites, and no others are so apt to 
oppose and resent the faithfulness 
of those who plainly describe their 
hearts. And the more people ad- 
vance in the arts of deceit and 
hypocricy, the more they are dis- 
posed to resent and misrepresent 
the efforts of those who faithfully 
show them their hearts. Faithful 
ministers need large measures of 
grace, and need constantly to 
grow in grace, in order to be sup- 
ported under their increasing tri- 
als, and to dispose them to keep 
themselves unspotted from the 
world. Without eminent and in- 
creasing piety, no preacher of the 
gospel will be disposed to perse- 
vere and increase in faithfulness, 
and be able to maintain his reputa- 
tion and influence among mankind. 
4. If evil doers and seducers 
| are constantly advancing nearer to 
perfection in the arts of deceit and 
wickedness, then it is indispensa- 
bly necessary for those, who are 
set for the defence of the gospel, 
to advance themselves, and carry 
their people forward, in_ the sci- 
ence of theolegy. Never was it 
so necessary to preach with de- 
monstration and with power, as at 
the present period. The “chaff 
and wheat” are not only together, 
but the one is so exactly counter- 
feited by the other, that nothing 
but the most plain, unequivocal, 
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and discriminating preaching, will 
make them manifest. Errorists 
are constantly inventing new and 
subtle objections against the pri- 
mary truths of the “gospel, which 
overthrow the faith of some. And 
many who are unwilling to be call - 
ed enemies tu the gospel, are con- 
stantly seeking out new inventions 
to disprove the truth, necessity, or 
utility, of some of the essential 
doctrines and duties of religion. 
The various schemes of error are 
constantly appearing more system- 
atic, plausible, and formidable; 
and nothing can prevent the uni- 
versal spread of error, but the pure 
truths of the gospel, clothed with 
an invulnerable panoply. Those 
who are disposed to defend the 
truth against all the deceitful plots 
of its enemies, are sensible that 
they need the influence of the 
whole system of divine truth and 
the weight of every pec uliar doc- 
trine of the gospel in their favour 
nd they are sensible that they 
must attack the enemy in their 
fortress and drive them from their 
strong holds, or be continually 
annoyed by their deceitful plots, 
And they are also sensible that 
they must constantly advance in 
the arts of defence, in order 
prevent the enemy from getting 
ossession of their own treasures. 
Many, however, who pretend to 
defend the gospel, are unwilling to 
advance and carry their people 
forward in the science of theology. 
Indeed some are constantly labour 
ing to carry their people back fif- 
ty* or a hundred, and some 
much as one hundred and fifty 
years.t But this is extremely un- 
wise and dangerous, because the 
evil doers and seducers are con- 
stantly advancing. Many modes 


* The period of the German authors. 
The period of Turretin. 


to 


as | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The arts of deceivers and seducers. 


of attack and defence which were 
successful five hundred or even 
fifty years ago, would fail of suc- 
cess at this period. Finally, if 
evil doers and seducers are con- 
stantly waxing worse and worse, 
and advancing | in the arts of suph- 
istry and deception; then none 
have good reason to complain 
and find fault with those ministers 
who are disposed to advance and 
carry their people forward in the 
science of theology. It is a mark 
of the stupidity and depravity of 
mankind, that they have ever been 
more disposed to complain of their 
teachers, for carrying them for- 
ward in the knowledge of God and 
their own hearts, than they have 
been to complain of them for car- 
rying them backward. It was be- 
cause Calvin and Luther and Bel- 
lamy and Edwards and Hopkins 
made advances, and were disposed 
to carry others forward in the sei- 
ence of theology, that their names 
were cast out as evil in their day 
and generation. And it is for the 
same reason that some who are 
now on the stage, are treated with 
contempt, ridicule and persecu- 
tion. But such conduct is certain- 
ly extremely unwise and criminal. 
Evil doers and seducers are con- 
stantly waxing worse and worse, 
deceiving as well as being deceiv- 
ed. And those who are set for 
the defence of the gospel, or the 
church, are under the necessity of 
going forward or backward. If 
the y attempt to remain stationary, 
they will be carried back by the 
tide of deceit and wickedness, 
which is constantly advancing. — 
Let those. therefore, who have any 
regard to the cause of truth, and 
any regard for the salvation of 
mankind, * speak unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, that they go for 
ward.”’ 8. @. 
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The following exposition of a 
passage in the Psalms appears to 
us to be very judicious; yet should 
it not be entirely authorized, it at 
least contains a valuable moral. 

Psalm xxxvii. 25, 26.—** J have 
been young, and now am old; yet 
have Teint seen the righteous forsak- 
en, nor his seed begging bread; (26) 
He is ever merciful and lendeth; and 
his seed is blessed,”’ 

Interpreters of scripture have 
found some difficulty in reconcil- 
ing the 
facts for it is admitted that some 
truly pious persons have been re- 
duced to extreme want; and that 
their children have been under the 
necessity of asking alms. Some 
commentators have therefore said 
that although this be a fact, yet it 
was one which never came under 


the personal observation of King | 
| by lending; but he that by giving 


David: others have confined the 
assertion to the Old Testament 


dispensation, the promises of which | 


were chiefly temporal blessings. 
But perhaps the difficulty arises 
from disjointing the two verses, 


the 25th and 26th; and indeed in- | 


numerable mistakes arise from the 


detachment of passages w hich are | 
but | 
| thriving,’ 
| in the world to enrich their chil- 
| dren. 


closely connected in sense, 
unhappily separated by figures. In 
the present case, it is only neces- 
sary to enquire, who is the *‘right- 
eous man” intended in the 25th 
verse? We are informed in the 
26th, itis he ** whois ever merci- 
ful and lendeth;” it is he who 
‘*disperseth abroad, and giveth to 
the poor;” and to such persons 
there are many precious promises. 

The God of truth hath said (Prov. 

xix, 17,) **he that hath pity upon 
the poor lendeth tu the Lord; and 
that which he hath given will he 
repay him again.”? Do we believe 
this? Another promise (Prov. 
Xxvii. 27,) 
pose, ** He that giveth to the poor 
shall not lack.’ 


25th verse to matters of 


| begging bread. 


| and, 
any 
will be sure to pay what is given 


is still more to the pur- | 


An old writer on Providence says, 
** We sometimes see religious men 
(though it is a hard task—I would 
not willingly be employed in it— 
to reconcile hardness of heart to 
religions) yet so it is, that we 
sometimes find persons who seem 
to be devout and religious, yet 
when you come to them for an act 
of charity, Oh! it grateth them; a 
Sixpence comes at two or three 
pulls, and with many a grudge and 
excuse. You may possibly see 
such a man decay (God distributes 
his estate because he would not) 
and such a man’s seed you may see 
begging bread; but for ‘a good 
man,” * ‘one that disperseth abroad 
and giveth to the poor”’—*‘ one 
who is ever merciful and lendeth,”’ 
David never saw such a man’s seed 
It is no wonder 
that thousands of men grow poor 


to the poor “lends to the Lord, % 
never lost by that lending. The 


| great God ** never yet failed, nev- 
| er yet was unfaithful.” 


Let not the wealthy fear that 
they shall themselves be impover- 
ished, or that their families will 
be injured by their liberality to the 
poor; it is **the surest way of 
and the best expedient 


** Here is his bond, and it 
must be a good one, if the scrip- 
tures be the word of God. The 


| richest man in the world may, for 


aught we know, be poor to-morrow, 
or he may prove unfaithful to his 
word; but the Lord is the everlast- 
ing possessor of heaven and earth, 
he cannot lie, nor deceive 
one that trusts in him. God 


to the poor at his command, with 
great increase. The greatest us- 
urer on earth cannot make so much 
of his money as the man that gives 


to the poor.” 
Lon. Ev. Mag. 
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ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
WO. ee.” 

In the two last numbers profes- 
sors of religion were called upon 
to consider the importance of a 
revival of religion to themselves 
as individuals, and to the church 
to which they belong : and sever- 
al topics of reflection were sug- 
gested to assist them in obtaining 
a suitable sense of its importance 
in these respects. It may now be 
observed, 

Ill. Let them consider its im- 
portance in relation to their chil- 
dren. 

1. It is important to their chil- 
dren, in order to secure their be- 
ing mstructed in the things of re- 
ligion. In atime of declension 
this will not be done. I do not 
mean that absolutely nothing will 
be done effectually. The efforts 
that are made will be few, in com- 
parison with the importance of the 
object—they will not be well di- 
rected, nor uniform, nor steadily 
persevered in. The church as a 
body will be likely to neglect the 
subject altogether, as is usually 
the case ; or if they cannot ex- 
cuse themselves entirely, they 
will be likely to acknowledge 
their duty in words. and adopt a 
few resolutions, and then sit down 
satisfied, without carrying them 
into effect. Parents will feel 
very little of the importance of 
paying personal attention to their 
children, and will meet with a 
multitude of discouragements in 
the attempt. Having little or no 
sense of the amazing responsibili- 
ty which attaches to them in re 
Jation to the souls of their chil- 
dren, they will see but little of 
their duty and will be disposed to 
find excuses for neglecting that 
little. When their children are 
young, they will conclude it is in 
vain to attempt to teach them, be- 
cause the? cannot understand.— 
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When they are older they will 
feel their incapacity to instruct 
them much, and they will find 
great difficulty in engaging their 
attention to what they attempt to 
teach. Children are very quick 
sighted to see what their parents 
have most at heart ; and seeing 
them manifest no solicitude on the 
subject of religion, they will feel 
justified in the indulgence of their 
natural inclination to disregard it. 
Thus, after a few feeble attempts, 
parents will be likely to do little 
or nothing towards the religious 
instruction of their children ; and 
the children will grow up in al- 
most total ignorance of the great 
truths of the gospel, But this will 
not be the worst. Their minds, 
though destitute of correct views 
of religious truth, will not remain 
vacant. The native depravity of 
their hearts will predispose them 
to the belief of error; and their 
intercourse with the wicked will 
furnish them with abundant in 

struction in its principles. And 
before parents are aware of the 
danger their children are in, the 
children have become confirmed in 
the belief of the most pernicious 
and destructive heresies. How 
often have parents to lament this 
result, whew it is too late to pro- 
vide a remedy! To guard against 
such a result, a revival of religion 
is all important. It would stimu- 
late the church to do their duty, 
and it would stimulate parents to 
do theirs. Let the church be in 
the lively and vigorous exercise of 
the Christian graces, and they 
will not regard the welfare of the 
rising generation with so much in- 
difference. Let them be awake, 
and they will feel ‘hat the admis 

sion of children under their care 
by baptism has some meaning— 
they.will feel that there are some 
duties which grow out of it, of se- 
rious and solemn import. Let pa- 
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rents be awake, and personal at- 
tention to the religious instruction 
of their children will not be neg- 
lected. Let them feel the worth 
of souls, and the souls of their own 
children will uot be disregarded. 


In the morning they will sow their | 


seed, and in the evening they will 
not withhold their hand. Both 
will be watered with their tears; 
and both will be accompanied with 
their prayers to God that he would 
give increase. Their children will 
see that their parents are in earn- 
est, and will be convinced that 
it is a matter of importance. They 
will be prevailed upon to give 
their attention to the subject, and 
to. store their minds with those 
truths which are able to make them 
wise untosalvation. From early 
childhood they will know the holy 
scriptures, and will be effectually 
guarded against the seductions of 
error. They will understand the 
great doctrines of the gospel, and 
know the evidence by which they 
are supported. And although 
their inclinations may still be on 
the side of error, their understan- 
ding and their conscience will be 
too well informed for them ever 
to embrace it. 

2. Let parents consider how 
important is a revival of religion to 
their children, in order to secure 
their being restrained from wicked- 
ness. In a time of declension, pa- 
rents will be still more likely to be 
deficient in the government of their 
children, than they are in their 
instruction. Toestablish paren- 
tal authority over the minds of 
children, requires so much pains, 
such ‘continued attention, such 
firmness of purpose, and such an 
habitual regard for ultimate con- 
sequences, that parents, who are 
not under a constant sense of 
their accountableness to God, 
and who have not their eyes stead- 
ily fixed on the eternal welfare of 
their children, will be extremely 
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liable to fail in this duty. ** Fool- 
ishness is bound in the heart of a 
child.” ‘They are depraved by 
nature. They will desire a thou- 
sand gratifications which are in- 
consistent with the law of God. 
They will choose the society of 
the wicked, and eagerly learn 
their evil ways. In a time of de- 
clension, many things come into 
practice under the specious name 
of innocent amusements, which 
are well adapted to attract the at- 
tention and interest the feelings 
of youth, and lead them further 
and further from every thing of a 
serious nature. At such a time,pa- 
rents find it extremely difficalt to 
restrain their children from par- 
ticipating in these gratifications, 
though they are sensible of their 
injurious tendency. Not having 
well established their authority 
over their children, and finding 
that the children of othere are in- 
dulged freely in these things, it re- 
quires too great a struggle to resist 
their solicitations. And having 
but little sense of the evil of sin, 
and of the danger of indulging 
in it, they try to satisfy their 
conscience by expressing their 
opinion on the subject, and then 
permitting their children to fol- 
low their own inclinations. After 
having thus, in a few mstances, 
felt their own weakness, and ex- 
posed it to their children, they 
become sensible that all their pow- 
er to restrain them is gone, and 
that every attempt to interpose is 
only making the matter worse. — 
They cease, therefore, even to 
make faint struggles, and their 
children are completely let loose. 
These first walk in the counsel of 
the ungodly, then goin the way 
of sinners, and are soon qualified 
to sit in the seat of the scorner.— 
How soon does the rising genera- 
tion, under such circumstances, 
grow up a generation of vipers, 
and become proficients in every 
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evil work! Does the Christian pa- 
rent dread such a result? Nothing 
can prevent it but a revival of re- 
ligion. A revival in the hearts of 
parents would make them sensible 
of the inmportance of guarding the 
souls of their children from the 
snares to which they are exposed. 
It would make them feel the im- 
portance of establishing their au- 
thority over them when young, and 
of ‘exercising that authority to 
keep them from the influence of 
wicked companions. A _ revival 
also would render this much easi- 
er, by its influence upon all class- 
es of society. When a revival 
becomes general in any place, the 
wicked are overawed. The pres- 
ence of God is so visible, that 
they feel a powerful restraint.— 
They dare not indulge in their 
wicked practices so openly. That 
thoughtlessness and lightness of 
mind, which were before so gen- 
eral among the youth, gives place 


to seriousness and solemnity.— | 


Those vain and sinful amusements 
which before presented so many 
and so strong temptations to the 
young, now decline and die. It 
is easier, then, for Christian pa- 
rents to restrain their children 
from wicked company and wicked 
ractices, and to train them up 


in the nurture and admonition of | 


the Lord. 

3. Let parents consider how 
important is a revival of religion 
to their children, in order to se- 
cure their preparation for useful- 
ness in the world. A _ faithful 
course of religious instruction and 
religious restraint, will have a 
powerful tendency (even if they 
do not become pious) to form their 
minds to such habits of thinking 
and acting as will make them re- 
spectable and useful members of 
society. Habits of subordination, 
of truth, of integrity, and of re- 
gard for the welfare of others, will 
secure for them the respect and 
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confidence of their fellow men, 
and contribute very much to their 
success in life. But, on the con- 
trary, those who grow up without 
religious instruction, and destitute 
of religious and moral restraint, 
who form habits of insubordina- 
tion, and of disregard to truth and 
integrity, who are addicted to low 
gratifications, and are sordid and 
selfish in their pursuits, take the 


| course which leads to disgrace in 


this world, as well as ruin in the 
next. If parents regard only the 
temporal welfare of their children, 
therefore, they will feel that a 
revival of religion is of great im- 
portance. 

But 4. Let parents consider 
how important is a revival of re- 
ligion to their children, in order 
to secure the salvation of their 
souls. Let no revival take place, 
and they are inevitably lost. Let 


no revival take place in the hearts 
of parents, and they will not pray 
for their children so as to prevail; 


they will not set before them a 
suitable example, nor instruct 
them faithfully, nor restrain them 
from wickedness. Let no revival 
take place, and their children will 
go on in their sins, treasuring up 
wrath against the day of wrath. 
Let parents sleep on, and thei 
children will soon become ripe for 
destruction, and the vengeance of 
an angry Ged will cut them 
down, and sink them to the re- 
gions of endless despair. But let 
a revival take place, and their 
souls may be saved. Let parents 
awake, and call upon God, and 
their prayers may prevail. Let 
them faithfully instruct their chil- 
dren in the things which belong 
to their peace, and affectionately 
and earnestly press divine truth 
upon their conscience, and God 
may bless the means of his own 
appointment, and save their souls 
alive. 
A Friend to Revivals. 
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ZOR THE HOPKINSIAN 


Answer to the question of Mathe- 
tes (p. 405) respecting Matthew 
xi. 21. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! 
woe unto thee, Bethsaida: For 
if the mighty works which were 
done in you, had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sack- 
cloth and ashes. 


MAGAZINE, 


It is granted, that ** human de- 
pravity, in every age, and in all 
places, is the same.” By human 
depravity is here meant, moral 
depravity, which belongs, exclu- 
sively, to the Aeart or will, and 
consists in that se/fishness, which 
is the opposite of such /ove, as the 
Divine Law requires. The native 
moral depravity of mankind, is 
total; i. e. all the affections, voli- 
tions and actions of unrenewed 
men, are selfish and sinful. But | 
it does not from hence follow, that | 
unrepewed men are all equally | 
depraved. There are degrees of 


total depravity, as well as of per- 


fect holiness. Unrenewed men 
ave more or less depraved, accord- 
ing to the capacity which they pos- 
sess and the light which they en- 
joy. Though human depravity is 
always the same in nature; yet it 
exists in different degrees, in dif 
ferent men. It may be added, 
that as total depravity admits of 
various degrees; so it becomes 
more or less visible, and exhibits 
itself in different ways, according 
to the different circumstances in 
which men are placed, and the 
number and force of the restraints 
which are laid upon them. 

It was manifestly the design of 
our Lord, in the passage under 
consideration, to represent the in- 
habitants of Chorazin and Beth- 
saida, as more depraved and ob- 
stinately wicked, than the inhabi- 
tants of Tyre and Sidon. ** Zhen 
began he to upbraid the cities 
wherein most of his mighty works 
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were done, because they repented 
nol: Woe unto thee Chorazin! woe 
unto thee Bethsaida: For if the 
mighty works which were done in 
you, had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, m sackcloth and ashes.” 
—It is here plainly asserted by 
Christ, that the means, which had 
been used with Chorazin and 
Bethsaida without effect, would 
have brought Tyre and Sidon to 
repentance; and hence he leaves 
us to draw the inference, that Cho- 
razin and Bethsaida were more 
wicked than Tyre and Sidon: In- 
deed, he draws the inference him- 
self: v. 22, ** But J say unto you, 
It shatl be more tolerable for Tyre 


| and Sidon at the day of judgment, 


than for you.” 

The difficulty presented by the 
passage, lies in reconciling our 
Lord’s assertion and inference, 
with the nature of human deprav- 
ity and the necessity of the special 
influence of the Holy Spirit, in 
every case, to bring men to true 
repentance. 

The word repent sometimes ex- 
presses that change of mind, which 
arises from love to God, and some- 
times that change of conduct,which 
arises from fear of punishment, 
it is used in the former sense, 
when it is said, that ** godly sor- 
row worketh repentance unto sal- 
vation :”? It is used in the Jatter 
sense, when it is said, that ** Ju- 
das repented, and brought again 
the thirty pieces of silver.” 

Now, in order to remove the 
difficulty suggested by the ques- 
tion of Mathetes, a difficulty 
which has been felt by many, I 
would observe, 

First. There is reason to think, 
that Christ uses the term repent, 
in this place, to express that 


| change of mind and conduct, which 


flows from slavish fear. He had 


| preached the gospel, as never man 
| preached it, to the inhabitants of 





428 


Chorazin and Bethsaida, and per- 
formed his mighty works before 
their eyes, without at all awaken- 
ing their fears, or bringing them 
even to the least external amend- 
ment. So far from this, they be- 
came more fearless respecting 
themselves and more bold in re- 
viling and persecuting him, the 
more he preached and the more 
miracles he wrought. They man- 
ifested the utmost stupidity and 
hardness of heart. Christ per- 
ceived, that, as they had abused 
all the means and advantages, 
which they had enjoyed previously 
to his coming amongst them, and 
now resisted all the light, which 
his doctrines and miracles poured 
upon them, they were much great- 
er sinners and much more harden- 
ed in iniquity, than the Heathen, 
who had never known the oracles 
of God, or heard the name of the 
Saviour. He knew, that such pow- 
erful means cf conviction, as had 
been used with them to no effect, 


would have awakened and alarm- 
ed the inhabitants of Tyre and 
Sidon, and led them, like Ahab, 
to humble themselves, or, like the 
Ninevites, to clothe themselves in 


sackcloth and sitinashes. Hence 
he said, **If the mighty works 
which were done in you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth 
and ashes.”” Tyre and Sidon, less 
stupid and hardened in iniquity, 
would have been awakened by 
such powerful means, and repent- 
ed, like the inhabitants of Nine- 
vah. in sackcloth and ashes. But, 

Secondly. If we suppose, that 
Christ used the term repent, to 
express a saving change of mind; 
still his words may be reconciled 
with scriptural views of human 
depravity. In bringing men to 
repentance, the Holy Spirit makes 
use of various means. By these 
means, which are adapted to the 
capacities and powers of men, as 
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rational free moral agents, He 
first awakens their attention, then 
convinces their consciences, and 
finally changes their hearts. It is 
his agency, throughout, that gives 
eflicacy to these means: and He 
could, if he pleased, make the 
weakest means as elfectual as the 
Strongest. But it is fit and pro- 
per, that the strength of the means 
used, should, ordinarily, be in 
proportion to the degree of the 
stupidity and obduracy to be sub 
dued. ‘There is the same reason, 
that the strength of the means 
should be proportioned to the de- 
gree of depravity, as that means 
should be used at all. Means 
are not used by the Hioly Spirit, 
because he cannot effect the end 
without them; but to make his 
operation manifest to men, and to 
give his friends an opportunity to 
be ‘* workers together” with Him, 
in bringing sinners to repentance. 
By adapting the strength of the 
means used, to the degree of de- 
pravity to be removed, the Holy 
Spirit exhibits both the strength 
of human depravity and the power 
of Divine Grace. It is God that 
worketh all in all, in the natural 
world. But whilea breeze bends 
the willow, it requires a gale to 
prostrate the mountain oak. And 
so in the moral world; while God 
turns the hearts of men as the 
rivers of water, He does it by 
means adapted to their rational 
nature, and more or less powerful, 
according to the strength of the 
moral obstacle to be removed. 

Two or three Reflections so ob- 
viously arise, that I cannot dismiss 
the subject, without mentioning 
them. 

1. Sinners ever exhibit a degree 
of moral blindness and obduracy, 
proportioned to the strength of the 
means.of conviction, which they 
resist. The means of instruction 
and salvation used with sinners, 


| are adapted to awaken and con- 
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vince them, and to bring them to 
humility and true repentance. 
That they so often fail of produc- 
ing this ‘desirable effect, is ever 
owing to their hatred of truth and 
holiness, and enmity against God. 
The more numerous and powerful, 
therefore, the means which they 
resist, the greater stupidity and 
hardness of heart they display. 
The desperate wic kedness and in- 
veterate depravity of Chorazin and 
Bethsaida, would not have been 
made manifest, had not Christ 
came and spoken to them and done 
among them his mighty works. 

2. The greatest sinners are 
found, where the means of salva- 
tion are most richly enjoyed.— 
Where the light of the gospel 
most clearly shines, those, who re- 
ceive and obey the truth, grow in 
knowledge and grace, and become 
the best “of saints: while, on the 
other hand, those, who reject the 
counsel of God against themselves, 
increase rapidly in wickedness, 
and treasure up to themselves 
wrath against the day of wrath. 
The best means of light and grace, 
always fit men the fastest, either 
for heaven or for hell. Hence 
said the apostle, ‘* We are unto 
God a sweet savour of Christ, in 
them that are saved, and in them 
that perish. 


Gy 
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To the one we are | 


the savour of death unto death; 
and to the other the savour of life 
unto life.’? 
Whenever the means of sal- 
vation are successful, the happy 
effect is to be ascribed to the spe- 
cial and irresistible influence of 
the Holy Spirit. The best and 
most powerful means may be re- 
sisted. Such means were resisted 
by Chorazin and Bethsaida. They 
ever are resisted by all sinners, 
till they are born of the Spirit. 
What was said to the unbelieving 
Jews, may be said, with equal 
truth, to all sinners under the 
light of the gospel, * Ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost.” And 
what was said to the Ephesian 
converts, may be said, with equal 
truth, to all saints, ** You hath he 
quickened, who were dead in tres- 
passes and sins.” 

4. There is all desirable en- 
couragement to use means with 
sinners. God has appointed them 
to be used. He is graciously pleas- 
ed to work dy them, and not with- 
out them. He is ever able to give 
effect to the menns of his appoint- 
ment, and he always will render 
them as effectual, as is consistent 
with his own glory and the great- 
est good of his moral kingdom, 

Parpenr ES. 
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REVIVALS IN OHIO. 

The following letter from a clergyman 
in Ashtabula county, gives some fur 
ther particulars respecting the reviv- 
als in that section of the country, 

T the Editor of the Western Recorder, 
Sin—The Grand River Presby- 

tery held their annual session on 

the Ist inst. at Mesopotamia.— 

The season was more than usually 

interesting. There was much 

good feeling manifest among the 
members, and from the report on 


| Zion.—The 


the state of religion within its 
bounds, the Presbytery have rea- 
son to believe that there isa light- 
ing up in the churches—and tho? 
the places are but few where the 
work has been general, yet a large 
proportion of the churches are 
more or less enjoying some special 
token of the divine presence. It 
is hoped that God is about to water 
abundantly this part of bis thirsty 
rising glory of the 
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kingdom of our Lord is becoming 
more and more manifest in this 
section of country. And though 
there are sectarian divisions, and 
an unhallowed spirit manifested 
in maintaining them—and there 
are also, the more fatal errors, 


benign 


equal Son, animates his friends in 
their work of love—~and the light 
of truth shines more resplendent, 
as it rises above the narrow bigo- 
try of sect, or the more dark and 
cheerless gloom of error. 

The 
region are not inactive—and tho’ 
there are many difficulties to sur- 
mount, yet they are by no means 
disheartened, Literature and vi- 
tal piety, connected with a correct 
theory of our holy religion, are 
subjects which interest the atten- 
tion of many, and which are now 
distinctly before the public as the 
objects of enterprise. The Pres 
byteries of Grand River, Portage, 
and Huron, have, by their com- 
missioners recently located an in- 
stitution at Hudson—near the cen- 
tre of the reserve—to be known by 
the name of the Western Reserve 
College, with the expectation that 
ina few years, a Theological de- 
partment will be connected with 
it. Measures are now taking to 


rear the edifice as soon as possi- | 


ble. 
In haste, yours affectionately, 


Urpon Parmen. 
Kingsville, Ohio, Feb. 17, 1325, 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
The Eighth Annual eet < of 
this Society has been published. 


It gives an encouraging view of | 


the condition and prospects of the 
Colony in Africa; and affords rea- 
son to believe that the benevolent 
efforts which have been made in 


friends of religion in this | 
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its behalf, will be ultimately suc- 
cessful. Indeed, they have suc- 
ceeded already to a much greater 
extent than could have been ra- 
tionally anticipated, considering 
the nature of the undertaking, and 


| the difficulties it must necessarily 
which are supported by a zeal | 
worthy of a better cause—yet the | 
influence of that religion | 
which warmed the bosom of God’s | 


encounter at the commencement. 

Mr. Gurley, who visited Africa 
the last summer, found much in 
the circumstances of the Colony, 
which was highly gratifying. The 
eligible location of the town, the 
fe rtility of the soil, the adequat 
defences, the improvements, the 
intelligence, health and morality 
of the Colonists, the Sabbath 
Schools, and many other things, 
seemed to promise permanent 
prosperity to the Colony. One 

Sabbath School is composed of na- 
tive children. 

The cause in which the Society 
is engaged, appears to be rapidly 
& aining ground i in our own country. 
Popular sentiment is changing in 
its favour. Of this fact the Agents 
of the Society have received abun- 
dant evidence. An Association 
of Clergymen in New-Hampshire 
has passed a resolution, that each 
member of their body shall preach 
once, at least every year, on this 
subject. State Associations, aux- 
il iary to the general Soc iety, exist 
in Vermont, ‘New- Hampshire and 
New-Jersey. In various places, 
the last anniversary of Indepen- 
dence was celebrated by some re- 
ligious service, at the close of 
which contributions were made in 
aid of the Colonization Society. 
Resolutions in its favour have been 
passed by the Legislatures of Vir- 
vinia, Maryland, Tennessee and 
New- Jersey. The first-mentioned 
State has made an appropriation 
for its benefit, from various useful 
articles in the Penitentiary, to the 
amount of $500. 

The Society have it in contem- 
plation, as soon as practicable, te 
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establish an Institution, after the 
plan of the School at Cornwall, in 
which young men of colour may 
be prepared, by suitable instruc- 
tion in agriculture, the arts, lite- 
rature and religion, for extensive 
usefulness in the Colony. They 
have recently sent out sixty- eight 
emigrants ; and have secured to 
the Colony the services of a very 
able and respectable physician, 
who is expected to sail for Africa 
in a few days. The receipts of 
the Society during the year end- 
ing March 23, 1825, amounted to 
$4662. It is exceedingly desira- 
ble that still greater funds should 
be placed at the disposal of the 
Directors for the year to come. 
Ree. and Tel. 
REVIVALS, 

A correspondent in New-Jersey 
informs us that there about 70 
persons in Springfield, and 70 


more in Westfield, who express a 
hope that they 


have been born 
again since the commencement of 
the revival in those places, Of 
those in Westfield, he says, ‘*they 

are of all ages, from 10 to 64, and 
20 are heads of families. ‘he 
following case is worthy of par- 
ticular notice. At one meeting 
for enquiry, were found seated, a 
grand parent, his two sons, and a 
little grandson. The little grand- 
son submitted to God, and indulg- 
ed a hope first ; mark his foot- 
steps. He went and set up fam- 
ily worship in his father’s house, 
Next, the father was rejoicing, 
and he went and erected the fam- 
ily altar in the grandfather’s house. 
Seon after the grandfather was 
born again. Was not this literally 
“from the least to the greatest.” 
The meetings have been unusually 
solemn and interesting. At one 
evening meeting, seven professed 
to obtain hope, and in several oth- 
ers, two or three. Hardly a house 
has been passed by. 


In addition to the above, we 


ceeding 


| at the Vestry of 
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learn from the Newark Eagle, 
*‘ that the glorious work of divine 
grace, is, “at this moment, pro- 
in a most encouraging 
manner, in Newark, Bloomfield, 
Orange, E lizabethtown, Connecti- 
cut Farms, and New-Providence. 
The good work also* continues 
without abatement in -several 
churches in Morris county.” 


N. ¥. Observer. 


BURMAN MISSION. 
A letter from a gentleman in 
Calcutta, received by Dr. Staugh- 


| ton, President of the Columbian 


College, at Washington, and 
communicated in the Baptist Mag- 
azine, says, ‘‘thereis every rea- 
son to believe that Dr. Price and 
Dr. and Mrs. Judson are impris- 
oned.”? It will be recollected 
that these missionaries are station- 
ed at Ava. Mr. and Mrs. Wade, 
at Rangoon, and others connected 
with the mission, have suffered 
touch from famine, and “ for six 
days were obliged to live on food 
of any kind which their servants 
could obtain.”? Things look dark 
for the Burman Mission at pres- 
ent, and none can tell what will 
be the result ; yet it becomes all 
who love the Lord Jesus, to re- 
member, with peculiar interest, 
those who suffer for his sake, 
knowing where alone deliverance 
is to be found. Thid. 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
SOUIETY 
Held its annual meeting for 
business on Tuesday the 24th ult. 
, Park-street 
Church. The Report of the Trus- 
tees was read by the Secretary: 
it stated that 25 Missionaries had 
been employed in the course of 


MISSIONARY 


| the last year, the term of whose 


labours amounted to more than 
300 weeks, or six years; that sey- 
eral revivals of religion had taken 
place under their labours; that 
more than 70 had heen admitted 
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and individuals, who had contrib 
uted to their funds. The follow- 
ing are the officers of the Society 


to the churches, and more than 
100 hopefully brought to the know- 


ledge of the truth. The expendi- | 
tures of the Society amounted to | for the ensuing year: 
more than $2400; its income from | Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D. Pres. 
every source, over $2000, leaving | Rev. Samuel Walker, Sec’ry. 
the Society in debt for the ser- | John Punchard, Esq. Treas. 
vices performed the last year, T. Warren, Esq. Rev.O.Thomp- 
about $300. The communications | son, Rev. S. Walker, Rev. B. 
of the Missionaries were of avery Emerson, Rev. W. Fay, Rev. J. 
encouraging nature, and some of | Edwards, Rev. R. S. Storrs, John 
them quite animating tothe friends | Punchard, Esq. Rev 8S. Holmes, 
of domestic missions. It is ear- | and Rev. Jacob Ide, Trustees. 
nestly hoped that the Society will In the evening a very appropri- 
receive such addition to their in- | ate and powerful sermon was de- 
come as shall enable them to go | livered before the Society in the 
forward with augmented strength | Old South, by Rev. R. S. Storrs, 
in their labours of love. from Psalm Iviii. 34—**4scribe ye 
Thanks were voted to all fe- | strength unto Gods”? anda collec 
male associations, congregations | tion of $158 taken up. 
——<—<——— 
SELECTED POETRY. 
{ By request.] Enliven'd by the extended view, 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR. At Martyn’s Grave. 
Lines, composed by a young Lady, at 
Mr. Emerson's Seminary, Byefield, Fearless his destined course to run; 
September, 1871. Heat, hunger, cold, nor death he’ll shun, 
MARTYN’S GRAVE. Fired by the glorious victory won 
Br fleet imagination led At Martyn’s Grave. 
To Turkish realms; we view with dread 
A little mound! Oh! softly tread, But, shall to mortal worth be given 
*Tis Martyn’s Grave. The praise, the glory due to Heaven ? 
Far, far idolatry be driven 
No marble marks the sacred spot, From Martyn's Grave. 
Nor flattering bust by artist wrought, 


And storied urn is vainly sought 
Over Martyn’s Grave, 


’'Tis He, who claims the highest praise, 

Whose love, whose power inspired the 
race ; 

To Him the song of triumph raise 


Vet Friendship oft shall linger here, 
At Martyn’s Grave, 


While Love devotes, to feeling dear, | 
A silent, sad, but lenient tear, 
But sweet the slumbers, soft the bed, 
Where low reclines this wearied head, 
And peace, her softest influence shed 
| O’er Martyn’s Grave. 


O’er Martyn's Grave, 


While Truth her champion’s loss de- 
plores, 
Mild Mercy’s voice, from distant shores, 
A sweet but plaintive requiem pours 
O’er Martvn’s Grave. 


Angels delighted with the trust, 
Shall safely guard this precious dust, 
Till the * revival of the just,” 
Oft shall enkindled sacred ire; From Martyn’s Grave. 
Oft shall devotion light her fire, 
And raptured souls to Heaven aspire | Though now this dust in ruin lies, 

At Martyo’s Grave. When the last trump shall rend the skies, 

! Seraph immortal then shall rise 
Here shall the saint his strength renew, From Martyn’s Grave. 
With zeal his arduous work pursue, 
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Erratum,—Page 402, third lire from bottom, for adopted, read adapted, The 
same error occurs two or three other times in the same piece. 





